THE INSTRUMENTALS !

Doer or instrument +
ﬁ'qi\l‘ — ﬂ'ﬁ' —_ 6\"34"?@1' — If no suffix —

The instrumental marks the person doing the action (ég'wiﬁ) or the instrument by which an action is performed. It can be confusing
to figure out when to use it or not, because it’s not necessary to use it every time to mark the subject. Here are some guidelines
regarding when to use it : (1) When the source of the action would otherwise be unclear ; (2) When the answers to « who » and
« what » are different. Note : in colloquial, the instrumental is ONLY used in past tense to mark the agent. However, it’s used in all
tenses if it marks an instrument.

ER""]'Q%(%'QWQ]N' %Nqiﬁ] This Thangka was painted by Dawa.

Who painted — Dawa
What was painted — Thangka

N N Y I made the bread.
Iy :lﬂ AQ'QINY U\I(S\Iq] Who made—> T

What was made — bread
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[N ﬁq Qﬁ ﬁ]ﬂmqwq] I read this book.
@G\]‘Z\T Q’WQ’U‘EXR'RTR" The king gave a command.
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. . T ARILY We bought vegetables from the
R& ’33\] q(\]%?l\lk} U\q‘ market? ’
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@ﬁ';: NﬁﬁsquEEﬂEﬂ:}(ﬂRﬁlQiﬂ You have built a wonderful stupa!
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Nﬁ 85R&RNQ§RN NR] That man drank a lot of alcohol.
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FR RNNQ"Q'?R@R] He/she sent me a letter.
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FRHME‘ %ﬂ Eqsl\]qr\ﬁ‘ That house caused trouble.
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rq; @ﬁ :;;N(E\O*] ﬁl‘R n'lqu q‘ai;q-‘;ﬁ‘ She/he will telephone you.
R [\ﬁ:mm:&nm%}mnlquﬁiq] I have rented him two rooms.
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@i AR rq;oqqa U‘m‘ Q&]QN,@]Q’] You taught him Tibetan.
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rq; q}NNEN&-ﬁ NR‘ He/she drank tea.
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o aray roc Sz His lama’s monastery was made of
[‘QRQ}%S\]@S Eﬂl\]qi qsq:;ﬁ‘ wood (instrument).



